
Sustainability at Trevira

How Trevira operates in an environmentally friendly
way, makes sparing use of resources, and accepts
social responsibility.
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� Trevira is an innovative European manufacturer of high quality polyester 
fibre specialties for home textiles, automotive interiors, functional clothing, 
hygiene products and for technical applications. The Trevira brand is 
internationally known and stands for tested quality.

� Trevira was established in 1956 as the fibre division of Farbwerke Hoechst
AG. The company became independent in 1998. 
The owners of Trevira are Indorama Ventures PCL/Thailand and Sinterama
S.p.a./Italy (since 2011).

� Trevira has customers in the textile industry throughout the world, with focus 
in Europe. 

� Through the systematic expansion of its specialty portfolio, Trevira is 
securing a long-term position of strength in the market for itself and is thus 
well prepared for sustained entrepreneurial operations.

Sustainability in context
1.1 The enterprise Trevira
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� Trevira employs approx. 1150 employees, with sales volumes amounting to 
approx. 250 mn €.

� Capacities:
90,000 t/a polyester staple fibres and filament yarns
16,000 t/a polyester chips (sales to third parties)

� Locations:
production plants: 
Bobingen / Germany (main offices)
Guben / Germany 

Marketing & Sales:
Hattersheim / Germany as well as 
sales offices and agents in some 
30 countries

Sustainability in context
1.2 Indices
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� Due to climatic change the sustainable, environmentally compatible 
operations in industrial enterprises are increasingly becoming a focus of 
public attention. 

� Chemical enterprises are being measured by the degree to which they 
credibly practise and communicate safety and environmental protection.

� Business partners and customers are more and more demanding, where 
ever possible, „green“ products, with which the end consumer can have a 
„good feeling“:

� Products that are manufactured with a 
sparing use of resources

� Products that are easy care and kind to 
the skin

� Products that can be recycled or disposed 
of in an environmentally friendly way. 

Sustainability in context
1.3 The challenge
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� As a manufacturer of man-made fibres, Trevira assumes the special responsi-
bility to put a high degree of health and safety at work in place and not to 
endanger the health of employees, customers and neighbours.

� Operating with foresight and care, from product development through the 
choice of materials used, through to the further development of manufacturing 
processes, is company policy in practice and layed down in the Trevira
Management Process (TMP).

� The TMP is an internal instrument to guide the company and achieve 
sustained economic success. It comprises the areas quality, protection 
of the environment, health and safety at work, as well as the energy 
management.

� Continuous improvements ensue with the „ongoing improvement
process“ (KVP), a component within the TMP.

� Internal and external audit procedures ensure that actions which impact 
the environment and society are taken in full awareness of the company‘s 
responsibility and that the policy is systematically implemented.

Quality management and certificates 
2.1 How Trevira accepts this challenge
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Qualitymanagement and certificates 
2.2 Certification of the Trevira sites

� All Trevira sites are certified 
according to DIN EN ISO 14001, 
DIN EN ISO 9001 and DIN EN ISO 
50001.

� Trevira meets the requirements of § 
41, para. 1, No. 4 of the German 
Renewable Energy Law (EEG), and 
constantly identifies energy savings 
potentials in the processes.

� Since 2012 the requirements of the 
DIN EN ISO 50001 Standard for 
energy management systems are 
integrated into the Trevira 
Managament Process.
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Quality management and certificates 
2.3 Product certification: Oeko-Tex Standard 100 

� Since the introduction of the Oeko-Tex 
Standard 100 in 1992 Trevira products 
have been certified accordingly.
Textiles with this grading are also 
suitable for babywear.

� The certificate is awarded by the International Association for Research 
and Testing in the Field of Textile Ecology (Oeko-Tex). 
The Association consists of twelve textile institutes in twelve countries. 

� In its 20th anniversary year 2012, Oeko-Tex 
Standard 100 has been awarded  the accolade 
„Selected Location in the Land of Ideas“.

� The compliance with the Oeko-Tex 100 
Standards guarantees the maintenance of given 
critical values for harmful substances such as 
for instance formaldehyde, heavy metals, 
pesticide residues or organic chlorine 
compounds.
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Quality management and certificates
2.4 Example for quality management: 

„Responsible Care“

� As a manufacturer of man-made fibres Trevira is committed to the  
„Responsible Care“* initiative of the Association of the Chemical Industry  -
Verband der Chemischen Industrie (VCI).  

� The aim of the Responsible Care programme is to achieve ongoing 
improvement in protection of the environment, plant safety and in 
safeguarding the health of consumers and employees – independently of 
the requirements of the law.

● This fundamental concept also moulds the 
company policy of Trevira: new products are 
sustainable when they are more environmentally 
friendly, „greener“, than traditional products –
from manufacture through the consumption stage 
to disposal/recycling.

● Trevira has contributed towards production of the  
Responsible Care Reports since 1996.

* see p. 11
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The international programme 
Responsible Care started at the 
end of the eighties. In 1991 the 
Association of the German 
Chemical Industry (VCI) expanded 
its existing guidelines Chemistry 
and Environment into a German 
Responsible Care programme. 

In February 2006 the International 
Council of Chemical Associations 
(ICCA) presented its new 
Responsible Care Global Charter at 
the international chemical 
conference of the UN in Dubai.  

There 150 states agreed upon a 
strategy on global handling of 
chemicals which extends into the 
year 2020. In a letter to the ICCA 
Kofi Annan gave an express 
welcome to the Global Charter, 
describing it as an example to other 
sectors.

In the 2007 agenda that has been 
adopted a special place will be 
accorded to dialogue with the public 
on product responsibility in the 
supply chain.

www.responsible-care.de

Sustainability in context 
�Responsible Care
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� A study conducted by Systain according to ISO 14040/44 demonstrates the 
ecobalance for Trevira products, from the oil well up to Trevira‘s loading bay 
(„cradle to factory gate“).

3. Ecology
Environment and resource management 

Source: Systain
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staple fibres                            filaments              cotton

3. Ecology
Environment and resource management

� Trevira fibres and yarns in comparion with cotton

(The ecobalance assesses products on the basis
one kilogram (kg) of textile fibers.)
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Trevira constantly reviews the necessity to use toxic and intensively 
migrating substances in its manufacturing processes. Where at all possible, 
the use of such substances is avoided.

� The number and volume of chemicals required is reduced to a minimum     
during storage and in actual use. 

� Dangerous chemicals are, wherever possible, replaced by less 
hazardous products and ones that are more environmentally friendly.

� Suppliers are requested to declare 
environmental compatibility for
dyestuffs employed. 

� Hazardous waste materials are where 
possible recycled: chemicals are  
sent for external processing. 

3. Ecology
3.1 What Trevira does to avoid toxic substances 
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� Trevira does not employ any finishing materials that can be easily washed 
out.

� No biozides are used to conserve the fibre lubricant and those used are 
mainly biologically degradable. They are mostly returned into the production 
cycle or are sent for external processing (disposal of special waste).

� Separate waste water systems: Diverting cool and rain water through a 
separation pool enables even the slightest contamination to be identified 
(e.g. street dirt). Foul water is conducted 
separately. In this way the effect on treat-
ment plants is kept to a minimum.

� No environmentally doubtful APEOs
(alkylphenolethoxylates)* are used in fibres** 
and filaments.

3. Ecology
3.1.1 Maintaining clean water and soil (1) 

*see p. 16
**Special case: T.132
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Alkylphenolethoxylates
(APEOs) belong to the tenside
chemical compounds that may 
lower surface tension due to their 
structure. 
Alongside detergents and 
cleaning agents, important fields 
of application for tensides include 
its use as an auxiliary material in 
the manufacture of synthetics. 
The degeneration products of 
APEOs, so-called alkylphenoles,   

as they, for instance, occur in 
the treatment of effluent, are 
harmful to the environment. 
They have high aquatic toxicity, 
an oestrogene effect and 
accumulate in biological 
systems. As a result of these 
properties, intensive efforts have 
been made for many years to 
cut APEO emissions. 

3. Ecology
�Alkylphenolethoxylates
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Trevira is well prepared for any disruption:

� Trevira employs dual cycle cooling systems fitted with a heat exchanger as 
safety barrier. In this way it is possible to totally exclude any contamination 
of the environment in the event of any malfunction.

� Trevira operates a filtration pool to separate out contaminated cooling or 
surface water in the event of malfunction.

� Trevira has at its disposal a separate 
system for production effluent, with 
holding pools for use in the event of 
accident. 

Ecology
3.1.1 Maintaining clean water and soil (2)
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� The aquatic toxicity in comparison with cotton (in 1,4-DCB-Eq):

3. Ecology
3.1.1 Maintaining clean water and soil (3)
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− In the cotton industry, pesticides are widely used
− The use of  pesticides on acreages and their improper storage 

can result in intoxication of neighbouring ecosystems
− The food chain will be affected and the bio diversity of the 

region is jeopardized

3. Ecology
3.1.1 Maintaining clean water and soil (4)
� The soil toxicity in comparison with cotton (in 1,4-DCB-Eq x 10-7):

source: Systain
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− Eco toxines are released for example in exploitation of brown 
and black coal and can migrate into fresh and marine waters

− Without strict safety and ecological standards, toxines may 
penetrate the eco systems 

Trevira PES incl. supply chain Cotton incl. supply chain
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3. Ecology
3.1.1 Maintaining clean water and soil (5)
� Eutrophication (nutrient discharge) in comparison with cotton (in kg NOx-Eq)

Source: Systain

− The low values for Trevira PES can be explained by the use of 
materials like carton packaging, wooden pallets etc.

− These are based on agricultural processes

− Eutrophication potential can be directly explained by the use of 
nutrients

− Approx. 50-70% of the nutrients migrate into surface and 
ground water

− These additional nutrients have a negative effect on the 
natural food chain

Trevira PES incl. supply chain Cotton incl. supply chain
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− Main cause for acidification is the use of chemical fertilizers, 
pesticides and manure

− The combination of NOx and SO2 leads to the formation of 
acids which have a toxic effect and elute nutrients

3. Ecology
3.1.1 Maintaining clean water and soil (6)
� Acidification (water/soil) in comparison with cotton (in  SO2-Eq)

Source: Systain

− The combustion of fossil fuels leads to toxic smoke emissions
like SO2 or NOx

− After installation of smoke gas filters in large-scale firing plants
emission of smoke emissions could be reduced considerably
over the past years.

Trevira PES incl. supply chain Cotton incl. supply chain
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3. Ecology
3.1.2 Maintaining clean air (1)

� Trevira arranges where possible for raw materials to be delivered in an 
environmentally friendly manner – by rail. For the despatch of goods the 
company has own connecting lines at its disposal. 

� In negotiations with hauliers Trevira is careful to see that new vehicles that 
satisfy the European standard are employed.

� To avoid CO2 emissions vehicles powered by electricity and gas are used 
internally. 

� The quantity of VOC* released in 
production at Trevira lies below the EU 
directive on allocation of an eco-label for 
textile products of 1.2 g VOC in relation 
to 1 kg PET polymer.

*Volatile organic compounds, see p. 23
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VOC (Volatile Organic 
Compounds) is the international 
designation of volatile organic 
compounds containing carbon. 
VOCs are destroyed by the effect 
of the sun‘s rays and by trace 
elements contained in the air.  

If the air also contains nitrogen 
oxide – for instance, from the 
exhausts of vehicles –
intermediate products occur 
(including ozone). These 
exercise an oxidising effect 
which is damaging to humans 
and the environment.

3. Ecology
�VOCs (Volatile Organic Compounds)
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� Ozon depletion in comparison with cotton (in 1,4-CFC-11-Eq x 10-7):

3. Ecology
3.1.2 Maintaining clean air (2)

source: Systain

− Blowing gases like HFC and CFC for sprays, cooling agents and certain cleansers have been identified as the main cause for ozone
depletion 

− Trevira has replaced respective blowing agents by substitutes early on
− However, neither in the entire supply chains for Trevira PES nor for cotton the use of these substances can be excluded

Trevira PES incl. supply chain Cotton incl. supply chain
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3. Ecology
3.1.2 Maintaining clean air (3)
� Summer smog (formation of photochemical oxidants) in comparison with cotton

(in kg C2H4-Eq)

− Summer smog is caused, among others, by  reactive nitrogen 
oxides (NOx) and volatile organic compounds (VOC) in the air 
which support the formation of Ozone (O3) 

− They are created by the combustion of fossil fuels like petrol or 
diesel or leakages in plant and piping systems of the 
petrochemical industry

− In cotton cultivation, nitrogen oxides and VOC appear when 
combustion engines are employed

− The summer smog potential rises with the degree of technical 
progress 

Trevira PES incl. supply chain Cotton incl. supply chain

source: Systain
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3. Ecology
3.1.2 Maintaining clean air (4)
� Global warming potential in comparison with cotton (in kg CO2-Eq):

− CO2 is the dominant climate-effecting gas (CH4 and N2O are of 
secondary importance here)

− Use of energy and energy carriers over the entire production 
supply chain of  Trevira PES incl. raw materials

− Contribution of Trevira to global warming potential of Trevira 
PES is 23% for staple fibres and 40% for filament yarns

− CO2 and N20 are the dominant climate-effecting gases
− CO2 is emitted primarily in combustion of fossil fuels needed in 

cultivation
− N2O (nitrous oxide, laughing gases) forms in production and 

use of fertilizers and pesticides

Trevira PES incl. supply chain Cotton incl. supply chain

source: Systain
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− Cotton industry is significantly characterized by the use of 
pesticides

− Their employment as well as improper storage can 
contaminate the food chain

− Labour on the fields without sufficient protection can cause 
severe health damage when pesticides are used

3. Ökologie
3.1.3 Human toxicity (HTP 100a)

Source: Systain
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− Possible danger potential of contact with human toxic 
substances

− With low safety and ecological standards, contamination of 
water and air in the entire supply chain processes cannot be 
excluded

− Toxines could be passed on to humans via the food chain

Trevira PES incl. supply chain Cotton incl. supply chain



©Trevira GmbH 

�
www.trevira.com 

�
08/2012                                                        - Reproduction, in whole or in part, is not permitted -28

Man-made fibres constitute a relief to the use of farmland and thus contribute 
towards sustainability, without aggravating the food situation.

� Consumption of enormous amounts of water – primarily for the artificial 
irrigation of cotton fields – is dubious in ecological terms. In the 
manufacture of polyester only small amounts of water are required. 

� The manufacture of one tonne of wool fibres needs enormous pastures; 
cotton requires large agricultural areas. Man-made fibre production 
requires no agricultural land.

� Currently only 0.8 percent of the crude oil produced is employed in the       
global manufacture of man-made fibres.

3. Ecology
3.2 What Trevira does to use resources sparingly 
3.2.1 Water, land, energy and crude oil in comparison
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3. Ecology
3.2.1 Land use in comparison 

Source: Systain
0,085 0,133

7,8

11,6

0,0

2,5

5,0

7,5

10,0

stable fibres filament yarn cotton US cotton CN

m
²/a

/k
g 

fib
re

− The contribution of Trevira (operational areas) to total land use 
of Trevira PES amounts to 1 - 2 %.

− The main share is land used for natural and renewable raw 
materials like i.e. carton, packaging materials and  wooden 
pallets.

− Extensive land use due to high demand for acreages
− Low yield rata of an average of 800-1000 kg/ha (wheat: 

approx. 3.000 kg/ha, in Germany 8.100 kg/ha)
− Change to monocultures without crop rotation causes 

depletion and partly desertification of of agricultural soil.

Trevira PES incl. supply chain Cotton incl. supply chain
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3. Ecology
3.2.1  Use of water in comparison 

Source: Systain
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− Water quality requirements: fully desalinated water and tap 
water 

− Water is used as process water and for cleaning
− Cooling water was not considered here, since it does not have 

any significant ecological effects and is returned to the source
unchanged.

− Cotton plants required a constant and very high amount of 
water for their growth

− Partly uncontrolled, not adapted irrigation causes the 
extensive use of water in  China, India, Pakistan 

Trevira PES incl. supply chain Cotton incl. supply chain
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3. Ecology
3.2.1 Energy consumption in comparison

− Crude oil with a high energy density
− Longer and more energy-intensive supply chain for 

intermediates from the chemical industry
− High share of fossil energy carriers for heat generation
− Stored energy in terms of thermic potential of polymers 

(calorific value: 22 MJ/kg fibre)

− Demand for fuel used in cultivation of soil
− Production of fertilizers and pesticides
− Stored energy in terms of  thermic potential of biomass 

(calorific value:: 17 MJ/kg fibre)

Trevira PES incl. supply chain Cotton incl. supply chain
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3. Ecology
3.2.1 Depletion of abiotic resources

source: Systain

− Depletion of abiotic resources almost entirely due to use of 
crude oil

− All important raw materials TPA, MEG and PE are 
petrochemical products

− Use of  fossil energy carriers for cultivation of fields
− Raw materials for the production mineral-based fertilizers like 

salts
− Production of pesticides has only small share

Trevira PES incl. supply chain Cotton incl. supply chain
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(68. 7 million tonnes)

Cotton

Wool

Polyester

Polyamide

Polypropylene

Acrylics

Others

Polyester

40%

39%

6%

1%
4% 4%

2%

source: IVC,Oerlikon Fiber Year

3. Ecology
3.2.1 Consumption of crude oil in comparison

100% crude oil becomes…
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� Trevira achieves massive savings of energy and CO2 emissions due to 
continuous production processes: the polymerisation process is partly 
directly followed by fibre spinning, thus avoiding the production of 
intermediate products (chips).

� Through increasing the share of spun-
dyed products in the production volumes 
Trevira contributes to energy savings in 
the further processing of the yarns, and 
this also results in less dyestuff-
contaminated effluents.

3. Ecology
3.2.2 Conserving water and energy (1)
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� After-burning of VOCs* produced in the exhaust fumes from polyconden-
sation is recouping energy and keeps the exhaust fumes clean. 

� Through total insulation of its production units, Trevira reduces its energy 
use.     

� Wherever possible, Trevira uses air-cooling in all cooling processes. This 
avoids the use of non-potable spring water.

� In order to save energy, Trevira invests continuously e.g. in modern 
electronic drive systems. 

3. Ecology
3.2.2 Conserving water and energy (2)

* volatile organic compounds, see p. 23
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3. Ecology
3.2.2 Conserving water and energy (3)

� Through improvements in production processes the COD* content in
process effluents is controlled and constantly being decreased:
the energy created in the combustion of volatile organic compounds  
reduces the use of fossil fuels in generating process energy.

� Production effluent is conducted to the Guben sewage plant with no pre-
treatment in two flows of differing toxic concentration. 
Trevira saves costs for internal purification, the plant is used to capacity 
and can produce electricity. 

* COD = chemischal oxygen demand, see p. 37
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The Chemical Oxygen Demand 
(COD) is a measurement for the 
total of all organic substances in 
water, including those not easily 
degradable. COD measures how 
much oxygen is consumed in the 
effluent from chemical digestive 
and cleaning processes. 

High values, i.e. high 
consumption of oxygen, mean 
that effluent has not been 
sufficiently well treated. 

3. Ecology
�Chemical oxygen demand (COD)
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3. Ecology
3.2.2 Conserving water and energy (4)

� Trevira provides its production roof areas for solar energy plants and thus 
helps to increase the share of renewable energies in total energy production.

Photovoltaic systems at Trevira Site Bobingen Photovoltaic systems at Trevira Site Guben
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3. Ecology
3.3 What Trevira does to recycle residual substances 

� If further processing does not make sense, then it is possible – unlike in the 
case of products with a chlorine content - to use the high energy potential of 
the crude oil derivative polyester for the energy production.

� Single materials left over from production are reprocessed by various 
recycling partners or they are downcycled into a variety of new products, 
such as energy saving insulation materials, mouldings for the automotive 
industry or even into ropes. 

� Trevira practises a system of 
reusable packaging: 
Intact packaging materials and 
yarn packages are reused. 
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In 2010, Trevira has introduced fibres made from PLA (based on IngeoTM) 
into the product range. This raw material is made from 100% renewable 
plant resources. 

� In PLA production up to 85 percent less greenhouse gas are emitted, 
and up to 69 percent less energy is required to manufacture into resin 
when compared to traditional polymers.*

� After use, products made from these
fibres are recyclable, can be industrially 
composted or in a downcycling
process be degraded into lactic acid,
its basic raw material

3. Ecology
3.2.4 Use of renewable raw materials

* Source: Nature Works
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At the manufacturing stage

� No solvents are used.

� No compounds containing halogen or nitrogen are employed.

� As a result of dyed polymer used in the spun-dying process, there are no 
dyestuff-containing effluents requiring treatment.

At the processing stage

� No additional finish for easy care is necessary: 
neither synthetic resins nor formaldehyde are 
employed.

� No chemical finish is necessary for flame 
retardancy.

3. Ecology
3.3 Eco balances / product examples
3.3.1 Ecobalance exemplified by the life cycle of Trevira CS (1)
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3. Ecology
3.3.1 Ecobalance exemplified by the life cycle of Trevira CS (2)

In use 
� Trevira CS textiles are noted for their excellent durability. 

Trevira CS shows excellent resistance, as for instance high colour brilliance,  
fastness to light and high abrasion resistance.

� In the event of fire Trevira CS melts slowly and with no flaming.
� Also with very large fire seats only slight formation of fumes occur.

At the disposal and recycling stage
� Generally, Trevira CS products can be recycled (by mechanical, physical or 

chemical processes).

� Where recycling is not possible, Trevira CS can be 
disposed of by thermal utilization (energy recovery). 
During complete incineration, Trevira CS − in contrast 
to chemically finished fibres − mainly just releases 
carbon dioxide and water.
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An economy investigation carried out by the London Fabric Care 
Association has shown that flame retardant Trevira CS textiles reveal a 
positive energy balance, unlike cotton:

� Water consumption during washing of Trevira CS textiles is very low due 
to slight receptivity of the Trevira CS fibre to water.

� Detergent requirement is also lower as a result of less tendency to soil 
and easy stain removal.

� Compared with natural fibres less energy is needed for washing and 
drying.

Over the total lifetime of a Trevira CS textile this results in 

� 36% less water consumption than with cotton materials,

� 3.3% longer life,

� 39% reduction in total costs (taking into consideration 
procurement, finishing, maintenance and care).

3. Ecology
3.3.2 Energy balance exemplified by Trevira CS 
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3. Ecology
3.3.3 Ecobalance with Trevira Bioactive as example

� Trevira Bioactive fibre products are not given a surface finish, but receive a  
silver additive with an antimicrobial effect, which is permanently embedded 
in the polymer.

� Where humidity is present only extremely small amounts of silver ions are 
released on the fibre surface, where their antimicrobial effect then comes 
into play.

� In wash trials with textile fabrics in Trevira Bioactive there was no evidence 
of silver ions in the washing water (verifiability limit: 3 ppb).

� A report by the Hohenstein Institute confirms that Trevira Bioactive does 
not affect the skin flora, even after long periods of wear. 

� As with all Trevira fibres, in washing, dry cleaning and 
drying Trevira Bioactive there is less use of water, 
detergents and energy than is the case with textiles 
made from natural fibres.
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3. Ecology
3.4 Ecobalance Trevira – Summary (1)

� Comparison of Trevira polyester fibres and yarns with cotton (overview of 
details): Source: Systain
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3. Ecology
3.4 Ecobalance Trevira – Summary (2)

� Comparison of Trevira polyester fibres and yarns with cotton 
(overview of details): 

In the following categories Trevira is…

considerably 
better:

better:

neutral:

worse:

Quelle: Systain

water 
consumption land use eco toxicityeutrophication

climate 
protection Ozone depletion

energy demand abiotic resources summer smog

human toxicity acidification
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The Code of Conduct of Trevira is the „basic law“ to which all employees are 
committed. The following principles are particularly stressed as enterprise 
values:

� Legal and ethical conduct
� Respect for the legal and cultural framework conditions

� Loyalty towards Trevira

� Fair, courteous and respectful conduct with employees and colleagues
� Appropriate consideration of the interests of customers and business 

partners, of authorities and the public, and those of the environment
� Cessation and desistance from all discrimination on the basis of sex or   

membership of a specific race or religion

� Conduct with regard to risks that is transparent and shows awareness of 

responsibility 
� Professionalism, fairness and reliability in all external business 

relationships

4. Social aspects
4.1 Code of Conduct 
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� Through its workforce Trevira possesses mature knowledge and ideas. In 
the company suggestion scheme, this valuable potential is used and 
provides a further important contribution towards sustainable operation.

� Trevira calls on all employees to avail themselves of the company 
suggestion scheme (CSS) by proposing improvements and thus enhancing 
the efficiency of the enterprise.  

� Due to the different infrastructure and to accelerate the process, each site 
has its own suggestion scheme.

� The CSS is divided into the areas: 
Health & safety at work, processes and 
production. as well as protection of the 
environment.

� A premium is awarded for every 
suggestion accepted.

4. Social aspects
4.2 Company suggestion scheme (1)



©Trevira GmbH 

�
www.trevira.com 

�
08/2012                                                        - Reproduction, in whole or in part, is not permitted -49

4. Social aspects
4.2 Company suggestion scheme (2)

Trevira GmbH

Suggestions submitted

Suggestions accepted

Savings achieved

2010

102,960 EUR

2011

127,400 EUR

202

8490

173
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� The safety and physical integrity of the Trevira workforce takes priority over 
all production goals. 

� Trevira believes firmly that all injuries, work-related sickness and safety-
based accidents can be avoided.

� Exceeding legal requirements there is ongoing improvement to 
technical and organisational rules and regulations and implementation 
of appropriate measures. 

� Within the framework of staff training special projects and programmes 
are used to raise awareness of safety issues among employees
(e.g. „STOP“ programme).

� In all questions of safety Trevira seeks a factual and open dialogue with the 
relevant authorities and associations. 

� External service providers at the Trevira sites are committed to uphold all 
obligatory safety standards.

4. Social aspects
4.3 Health & safety at work (1)
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Thousand-Man Quota 2007 - 2011 
(TMQ = no. of accidents per 1,000 employees)
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4. Social aspects
4.3 Health & safety at work (2)

Source: EHS Trevira Bobingen

The chemical industry 
belongs to the safest 
manufacturing sectors in 
Germany. 
The accident quota at 
15.1 industrial accidents 
per 1000 employees 
continues is very low.
Trevira clearly undercuts 
this result with its TM 
quota of 5.8.(Professional association

of chemical industry)
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4. Social aspects
4.4 Social commitment 

� Promoting employment of the disabled:
� Production, reconditioning and repair of packaging materials, and  

document shredding, takes place at the Guben site through the  
„Lebenshilfe Werkstätten Hand in Hand GmbH“.

� Support of local associations at separate sites (e.g. youth and children‘s 
sport)

� Support of social organisations, such as nurseries and schools.

� Sponsoring student and cultural projects with a textile 
background

� Apprenticeship and promotion of training:
� Collaboration with schools and higher 

education institutes in training projects 
(placements, final year theses)

� Chamber of Commerce (IHK) award 
Guben site for „outstanding 
commitment to vocational education“.
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� Trevira is a long-term member of the Bavarian Environment Pact and the 
Environment Partnership Brandenburg.

4. Social aspects
4.4 Social commitment 
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5. Outlook
What Trevira is doing to maintain sustainable  
management

We will continuously invest in environmental techniques to further 
optimise use of resources, to conserve energy and to cut emissions.

� It is the strategic goal of Trevira to reduce by 2020 specific energy 
input by a further 10% compared with today’s usage.

�We will undertake measures to continue 
avoiding and reducing accidents.

� We will continue to cut consumption 
of fresh water and contamination    
of effluent.

� We will continue to optimise 
maintenance of clean air.
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The way is the goal.


